The Honorable John Kerry

United States Senate

218 Russell Bldg.

Second Floor

Washington D.C. 20510

Dear Senator Kerry:

I am writing to discuss the importance of including International Board Certified Lactation Consultants (IBCLC) in the current healthcare reform endeavor. IBCLCs are specially trained as experts in the delivery of lactation care and services to breastfeeding women. Improved breastfeeding initiation, duration, and exclusivity rates are prime goals of the major federal health agencies, HHS, CDC, and USDA’s WIC program.

 “As public health leaders, it is our responsibility to protect, promote, and support breastfeeding mothers and babies.”  Steven K. Galson, MD, MPH, RADM, USPHS, Acting Surgeon General
“CDC is committed to increasing breastfeeding rates throughout the United States and to promoting and supporting optimal breastfeeding practices toward the ultimate goal of improving the public’s health.”  Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
Research consistently shows that mothers who receive the services of an IBCLC breastfeeding longer. Longer breastfeeding translates to healthier mothers and infants with decreased rates of acute and chronic illness and conditions seen in both members of the dyad. Optimal breastfeeding rates and durations have the potential to save the US healthcare system, including Medicaid, between $14 and $20 billion each year. Unfortunately, many mothers lack access to this specialized care. This disparity exists because so many insurers refuse to reimburse for lactation consultant services. Medicaid should be the leader in providing coverage of IBCLC services. The IBCLC is the only health care provider certified to deliver lactation care to breastfeeding mothers and infants whose services have been shown to improve maternal/infant health outcomes, reduce health claims, and help meet the Healthy People breastfeeding objectives for the nation.
Please add "International Board Certified Lactation Consultants” to the expanded list of Medicaid providers listed in Section IV, page 24 of The Senate Finance Committee's policy document entitled, "Description of Policy Options, Expanding Health Care Coverage. Expanding Health Care Coverage:  Proposals to Provide Affordable Coverage to All Americans.” 

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Sincerely,
