Dear Representative 
The National WIC Association's Kiran Saluja, Deputy Director of Public Health Foundation Enterprises WIC, testified about WIC and breastfeeding issues before the House Committee on Education and Labor on Tuesday, March 2, 2010. The Committee listened to testimony on federal child nutrition programs - WIC, child care food, and school meals - that are up for reauthorization. 

A number of recommendations appear in bold in her testimony, specifically asking for improved funding for a number of WIC related efforts to improve breastfeeding support for mothers enrolled in the WIC program. We urge you to implement these recommendations as they are important to the Federal government’s commitment to the health of the mothers and infants in this country. Between $13 and $20 billion is spent each year by the US government on diseases and conditions that breastfeeding can either prevent or reduce.
Among her other points, she noted that an important place to start to help WIC succeed in its breastfeeding support and promotion efforts would be to fix the “breastfeeding - broken hospitals.” 

"While I recognize this may be beyond the purview of this Committee, I am compelled to ask you to work collaboratively with your colleagues on the Energy and Commerce Committee and Ways and Means Committee to pass legislation that requires that all hospitals that receive Medicaid funds adhere, at a minimum, to a set of model policies that do not sabotage breastfeeding, and at best initiate steps to become a Baby Friendly Hospital.... another important way to help WIC promote and support breastfeeding would be for the Committee in collaboration with your partners in Congress to make a determined effort to eliminate or sharply curb the blatant direct marketing of infant formula, which violates the WHO code and targets vulnerable low income women of color." 
As a [health care professional, physician, nurse, lactation consultant, etc] I feel it is vital that we create an infrastructure that will support breastfeeding as the foundation of a lifetime of health for the citizens of this country.

Kiran Saluja’s entire testimony can be viewed at:

http://edlabor.house.gov/hearings/2010/03/improving-childrens-health-str.shtml
Please keep in mind these requests for breastfeeding support through funding authorizations, legislative bills, and policies that will protect, promote, and support breastfeeding.
Sincerely,

